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Garry Kilworth
Garry Kilworth began writing seriously five
years ago when he won the Gollancz/Sunday
Times competition for the best collection of
unpublished SF stories. He made a notable
debut with In Solitary. He is 36, married to a
schoolteacher and has two children. He is an
executive with an international telecommuni-
cations company.

@® Although the first words were not on
paper until June 1976, I started making mental
notes for The Night of Kadar in 1968 while
travelling around the Arabian peninsula. I had
already spent some years of my childhood in
Southern Yemen and even at fourteen years it
struck me how Earth-oriented was the Islamic
religion. Thus the seeds of the novel were
planted.

Essentially I see myself as a pastoral SF
writer, if there is such a thing, and I believe in
travel as a way of life. (If one wishes to inherit
nomadic genes, having a Romany gipsy grand-
father is a great help.) Since leaving school my
work has carried me to Europe, Asia, Africa
and America, often for periods of up to three
years. In tune with the novel I once spent a
whole year on a coral island a half square mile
and experienced that claustrophobic condition
‘island madness’,

The hero, Othman, is a Bedu with a soul
too large to be confined by a small island. The
Bedu have always been concerned with privation,
which I believe pares away the civilized layers
of Man and leaves the essential core. It is a
return to this essence, through hardship, mystery
and adventure, that forms the underlying theme
of the novel,
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BEYOND THE GASIGHT

Science in Popular Fiction

their stories scientific twists

BEYOND THE 1895-1905 often as daring as they are
Hilary and Dik Evans dramatic. Several ingredients of
. SCIEACE I POPOLAR FICTION 14031883 72 illustrations science fiction here make their

suddenly

In the year 1900 everything
seemed possible.
Behind lay a century of great
achievements, ahead could only
be even greater wonders. Conti-
nents would be crossed by
200mph monorail and oceans
would be crossed in huge sub-
oceanic pneumatic tubes. Men
would fly, travel in time, be able
to be invisible. 1900 was the
heyday of HG Wells, Jules Verne,
Conan Doyle and many other
imaginative writers who gave

first appearance, gaining addi-
tional impact from their period
setting. An introduction sets the
stories here in their social and
scientific context so that you
can share the excitement which
those readers of 1900 felt when
they read The Thames Valley
Catastrophe or The Man Who
Meddled with Eternity and
wondered — could such things
really happen? 160pp

SFBC £2.50

Muller £4.95 REF NO 8582

The Backlist

Established in 1953 — 26 years later Britain’s only
Science Fiction Book Club continues to offer the very
best SF in hardback club editions at a price little more
than some paperbacks. Each month The Backlist will
feature a selection of important titles from our full
exciting range. You may order now or (providing
stocks last) later; so be sure to keep your SF Book Club
News for future reference.

ALGIS BUDRYS MICHAELMAS: A sinister
mystery develops when an astronaut long believed to
be dead turns up alive and well. Budrys’ first new
novel in a decade. 253pp

SFBC £1.40 Gollancz £3.95 REF5136

LESTER DEL REY BEST SCIENCE FICTION
STORIES OF THE YEAR 4th SERIES: Harlan
Ellison, Vonda Mclntyre, Alan Dean Foster, Harry
Harrison, R A Lafferty, Clifford Simak — fifteen stories
from the masters of sf. 248pp

SFBC95p Kaye & Ward £3.50 REF5124

LESTER DEL REY BEST SCIENCE FICTION
STORIES OF THE YEAR 5th SERIES: Poul
Anderson, Clifford D Simak, and eight other writers in
a superb collection. 200pp

SFBC 95p Kaye & Ward £3.95 REF 5133

WILLIAM F NOLAN WONDERWORLDS:
Nolan's finest short stories: fantasy such as Dead Call,
in which a man receives a "phone call from a dead
friend; and pure sf like But I Have Promises to Keep,
about an astronaut destined to die before he reaches
Earth. 192pp

SFBC 95p Gollancz £4.50 REF 5131

Printed in England and published by Readers Union, Newton Abbot, Devon

Paperback Prices — 85p!

We are growing short of stock of several of the titles
listed below and this may be the last time we can offer
them — so take advantage of these low prices and get
some great reading in for these dark, winter nights.

EDMUND COOPER THE TENTH PLANET: The
last spaceship from an overpopulated and doomed
Earth heads for Mars with a precious cargo for the
young colony that is mankind’s only hope of survival
— but somebody doesn’t want it to reach its
destination. .. /92pp Hodder £1.95 REF 5094

CURT SIODMAK CITY IN THE SKY! Political
prisoners doomed for life on a satellite prison rebel,
threatening holocaust for the magnificent International
Space City. Deadlines pass and the tension builds
inexorably towards what seems to be the ultimate
showdown in space. 218pp

Barrie & Jenkins £3.25 REF 5109

PATRICK WYATT IRISH ROSE: Future primitive
society. Men are either masters or slaves, women merely
breeders. The Irish Rose is a young girl and her secretly
acquired education threatens to overthrow the
hierarchical society in which she lives. 213pp

Michael Joseph £3.76 REF 5105

Two by Michael Coney 85p each or £1.50 for the two!

WINTER'S CHILDREN: The countryside is blank-
eted by snow hundreds of feet deep. Michael Coney
brilliantly portrays a small community fighting for
survival in their strange world, 792pp REF 5104
HELLO SUMMER, GOODBYE: War story, love
story, sf stary — and more besides. Coney excells at
describing an alien world and its inhabitants. Here he
is brilliant. 22/pp REF 5113 REF 8905 for both

NEWS
BULLETIN

® MAGAZINES: GALAXY The new
editor is Hank Stine, 33, a long time fan
and writer. Stine fills the vacancy left by
John I Pierce, who joined Galaxy in
1977 when Jim Baen moved to Ace
Books. Pierce resigned in June.
DESTINIES Described as being the Rolls
Royce of sf, Destinies is a new magazine
from Ace Books with Jim Baen as editor.
‘A wholly new concept . . . the very first
paperback science fiction magazine’, say
Ace; have they forgotten about the old
New Worlds? No news about when or if
Destinies will be available in the UK.
PULSAR: investigations underway into
current rumour that Playboy plan com-
petition for Omni by the name of Pulsar.
Watch this space.

@ TV: Several US TV series or pilots
for series have been bought by ITV.
GALACTICA: very expensive and very
classy (special effects by John Dykstra,
who was responsible for Star Wars
effects). The pilot three-hour episode
will probably be shown in the cinema
and the following two 2-hour episodes
and the 1-hour series on TV. Sounds
like a mixture of Star Trek, Space 1999
and Wagon Train: treacherous aliens, the
Cyclons, annihilate almost all of human-
kind. Only the Galactica — a huge space-
craft — survives. It must collect the
remnants of humanity, elude the Cyclons,
and search for food, fuel and a new
home. ITV have also bought PROJECT
U.F.0. Enormously successful in
America, it follows the adventures of
two Air Force investigators for Project
Blue Book as they delve into many and
varied ufo sightings. Keep an eye open
for CLONE MASTER, the pilot for a
hoped-for series about a biochemist who
makes thirteen clones of himself. The
series, if it is made, will concentrate on
the adventures of a different clone each
episode. There was a time when every
other show was about cops and robbers,
or so it seemed. The future seems to con-
sist of comic book superheroes: we've
had Superman, Batman, Wonderwoman
and the Hulk, now get ready for Spider-
man and Dr Strange. Spiderman, presently
doing the cinema rounds, won through
the ratings battle to a second season in
America and should be shown over here
soon. Dr Strange, Marvel Comics master
of the mystic arts, has also been bought
by ITV. It stars Peter Hooten, Jessica
Walters and John Mills.

@® CONVENTION UPDATES

YORCON. 30th British Easter SF Con-
vention. GOH Richard Cowper.
Dragonara Hotel, Leeds, April 13-16.
Write: c/o Alan Dorey, 20 Hermitage
Woods Crescent, St Johns, Woking,
Surrey GO2 1UE

SEACON °79. 37th World SF Conven-
tion. GOH Fritz Leiber, Brian Aldiss,
Harry Bell. Toastmaster Bob Shaw.
Metropole Hotel, Brighton, Aug 23-27.
Write: Seacon, 14 Henrietta Street,
London WC2E 8QJ

Novacon 8 was held in Birmingham on
November 3 to 5. Guest of Honour was
Anne McCaffrey. A report on the con-
vent?‘ion will be in SF Book Club News
No 3.

If you have any comments to make
about sf or the SFBC please write to me:
Paul G Begg, Science Fiction Book Club,
Brunel House, Forde Road, Newton
Abbot TQ12 2DW. I will try and include
the most interesting letters.

All prices exclude carriage
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